Monoamine oxidase activity and distribution in marmoset brain: implications for MPTP toxicity.
This study describes the histochemical localisation of monoamine oxidase (MAO) in marmoset brain. No MAO A staining was observed but MAO B was found in many areas, with medium intensity of staining in the substantia nigra, and high intensity staining in the striatum and nucleus accumbens, among other regions. The high activity in the nigrostriatal tract, compared with the rat, may partially explain the greater sensitivity of the marmoset to MPTP toxicity. As in the rat, high activity was present in the raphe nuclei. However, unlike the rat, no enrichment of MAO B was observed in blood vessels or ventricular linings.